2026 Breeders’ Cup Veterinary Guide Race Day Exams
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I'm Dr. George Mundy, equine medical director for the Kentucky Horse Racing and Gaming
Corporation, and I'm here to talk through some of the race day protocols you should anticipate
with a contender on the card at the Breeders Cup World Championships in Kentucky.
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On the morning of race day, a regulatory veterinarian accompanied by a member of the
Breeders Cup veterinary team will perform a pre-race examination at the horse's stall to
ensure they are fit to participate and in sound racing condition.
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These examinations will take place to be completed by 8:00 a.m. to allow also eligible entries
the opportunities to draw in.
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The race day examination will include identifying the horse, flexing and palpating legs, and
overall visual inspection, observing the horse in motion on a flat surface, and a lameness
evaluation.
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On race day, if a horse is determined to be unfit to run, the state regulatory veterinarians have
the ultimate authority in recommending a horse be scratched to the stewards.
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Should the state regulatory veterinarians determine on race day that a horse is not fit to run

and should be scratched, this decision is final.
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No medication is permitted on race day whatsoever.
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Horses are allowed water, hay, and grain. Approximately 1 hour prior to post time for their
race, the horse is required to arrive at the assembly barn for TCCO2 testing by regulatory
veterinarians.
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While in the assembly barn, the horse will be observed by regulatory veterinarians and
members of the Breeders Cup veterinary team.
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Upon completion of protocols in the assembly barn, the horses will proceed to the paddock
escorted by regulatory veterinarians and breeders cup veterinarians to ensure their safe arrival.
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During their entire time in the paddock, regulatory veterinarians and breeders cup
veterinarians will observe, monitor, and evaluate horse behavior.
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As the horses exit the paddock, they will be followed by a team of veterinarians to ensure their

safety out of the paddock and onto the racetrack.
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Once on the racetrack, regulatory veterinarians along with members of the Breeders Cup
veterinary team will be posted around the racetrack to observe and monitor the contenders in

motion.
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As these horses are warming up, should a rider feel any sort of abnormality on the back of a
horse, they have been instructed to contact the track veterinarian and have that horse
examined to ensure not only horse safety, but rider safety as well.
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In addition to this team of veterinarians on track, a dedicated veterinarian monitors horses
from a room inside the broadcast center, viewing multiple dedicated veterinary cameras as the
horses warm up to identify any issues or abnormalities in their movement.
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If the veterinarian in the viewing room observes anything abnormal, they will contact the
regulatory track veterinarian on the racetrack before the race to examine that contender to
make sure they are fit and able to compete.
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As horses proceed to the starting gate and are loaded, should there be an unforeseen incident
in the gate, impacted contenders will be immediately taken out of the gate and examined by
the regulatory veterinarian.
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The regulatory veterinarian will have sole authority at that time to determine whether a horse

is fit and able to compete.
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As the horses leave the gate, regulatory veterinarians and members of the Breeders Cup
veterinary team are positioned around the track in case any unforeseen event occurs during

the race.
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After the running of the race, the regulatory veterinarian will observe the horses until they
have been pulled up by their riders and return to the unsaddling area.
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In addition to the regulatory veterinarian, there are Breeders Cup veterinary team members
posted all around the racetrack watching these horses in motion, as they make their way back
to the barn area.
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